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Preface

I have been involved in teaching Japanese language in various institutions for the last ten
years. | have learnt and taught Japanese Language using variety of books some of which should
get a mention here and these are Minna no Nihongo, Nihongo Shokyt, Yansan to Nihon no
Hitobito, Genki, Japanese for Everybody and Japanese for Busy People etc.

I know that there are many books of Japanese language in India but still there is a dearth
of it in our mother tongue. Some of my students those who are the employees of Japanese
companies in India are not well-versed in English and always find it difficult to understand
Japanese Language from the books which are written in English. So the idea of writing this book
bilingually (English and Hindi) came into existence.

While writing this book I have thoroughly studied the above mentioned books and
obliged to them to a great deal. I am also grateful to Mrs Miyuki Sawano for helping me in
simplifying this book. She was my teacher during the Japanese Language Teacher’s Training
Course.

I have tried my best to simplify this book but since I am a human, there may be mistakes
in it. So if there is any, please let me know at my email i.d. and mobile number. I shall be much
obliged to you.

Shekhar Jayal
sjayal69@yahoo.co.in
Mobile No. +91-9871957980
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Japan

The Japanese name for Japan is “Nihon” or “Nippon” which means “sun origin”. Japan is an
island nation which belongs to the continent of Asia. It is surrounded by the Sea of Japan to the
East and the Pacific Ocean to the West. It is made up of 6852 islands. It has many volcanoes and
experiences many earthquakes. More than 70% of the area of Japan consists of mountains. The
highest point in Japan is Mount Fuji, which stands at 3,776m (12,388ft). There are about
127,220,000 people living in Japan, which is the tenth largest population in the world. Tokyo is
the capital of Japan and also the largest city. Other major cities include Osaka, Nagoya and
Sapporo. Japanese is the official language of Japan. Ancient warriors of Japan were known as
Samurai. They were very skilled fighters and swordsmen. Japan is an industrialized nation,
producing most technologically advanced motor vehicles, electronics, and machine tools. Japan
is a world leader in robotics. Japanese cuisines have become popular around the world. Some
well-known dishes are sushi, sashimi and tempura. It is home to many different forms of martial
arts which are known as Karate, Judo, Sumo, Ninjutsu, Kendo, Jujutsu and Aikido etc. Although
Sumo is recognized as the national sport of Japan, but the most popular sport is baseball. Japan's
literacy rate is almost 100%. Shinto and Buddhism are the major religions of Japan. A very
small minority of Japanese are Christians. Animated Japanese films and television shows
account for 60% of the world’s animation.
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Basic Japanese Language

Japanese Script

Japanese is written in three ways Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji. Hiragana and Katakana are
phonetic representation of sounds and Kanji is the pictorial representation which gives meaning
as well as sound. There are about 1945 kanjis fixed as essential for daily use. Katakana is used
to write foreign names and loan words. Apart from above-mentioned ways of writing, Romaji
(Roman letters) are sometimes used for the convenience of foreigners.There is no plual in
Japanese Languge. Plural of the things is made by using counters.
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Ga Gi fr Gu T Ge Go M
Za I Zi Zu 9§ Ze & Zo S0
Da < Zi & Zu 9 De T Do Q
Ba 9T Bi f Bu § Bed Bo 9
Pa T pi Pu g Pe U Po W

Kya &1 Kyu g Kyo 341

Sha = Shu Sho ¥

Cha = Chu g Cho =

Nya =1 Nyu g Nyo =1

Hya &41 Hyu &g Hyo &1

Mya &1 Myu & Myo Rl

Rya &1 Ryu g Ryo ¥

Gya 1 Gyu g Gyo 71

Jya 1 Jyu &g Jyo &I

Bya <1 Byu & Byoaﬁ

Pya @1 Pyu g Pyo =




Basic Japanese Language

Pronunciation of longer vowel sounds (&l ¥ax &af A} &1 SwaRv):-

1. a ispronounced longer.

AT BT T AT SR fhar ST 2 |
2. ka is pronounced longer.

BTN BT T BT SR {HAT ST 2 |
3. ga is pronounced longer.

T3 BT TH T T SR fhar S 2 |
4.  sa is pronounced longer.

AT BT THT AT STl fhar ST 2 |
5. za is pronounced longer.

SR BT ST O SealRd fhar ST 2 |
6.  ta is pronounced longer.

TATRM DI T AT e fHAT ST = |
7. da is pronounced longer.

TTRTT &1 oW1 |1 e fhar ST 7 |
8. na is pronounced longer.

1T BT T AT TR fhar ST 2 |
9.  ha is pronounced longer.

TR B T & IeaRd fHdT 1T 2 |
10. bais pronounced longer.

IR PI THT 9T SealRd fhar ST 2 |
11. pa is pronounced longer.

TR PI T T SealRad fhar ST 2 |
12. ma is pronounced longer.

AT BT T | SR fhar S 2 |
13. ya is pronounced longer.

AT BT T IT ARG fhaT SIar 2 |
14. ra is pronounced longer.

R BT T T S=aRd fhar Siar 2|
15. 1 is pronounced longer.

S P THT § SaRd fhar oI B |
16. ki is pronounced longer.

PIg DI T P IR fhar ST 2|

17. g1 is pronounced longer.

g &1 owar M SwRa fear S 2




18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

shi is pronounced longer.

M B orFT M SR fhar ST 2
z1 is pronounced longer.

Sfig @1 o1 off S=alRa foar e 2|
cht is pronounced longer.

g B o T A SalRa fbar omar 2|
ni is pronounced longer.

A5 @1 ormr | SeenRd foar e 2 |
h1 is pronounced longer.

B3 BT o1 8 STaTRd fhar ST 2
b1 is pronounced longer.

@iz B o T € S=lRa fbar Srar 21
p1 is pronounced longer.

Yig &1 o1 9 SearRd fhar iar 2 |
mi is pronounced longer.

A B =T # SaRd fhar Sirdr 2
11 is pronounced longer.

g DI o1 A STRd fbar ST 2 |
kii is pronounced longer.

TS P T F, ARG AT AT 2|
gii is pronounced longer.

TS P11 I SR far S 2 |
st is pronounced longer.

S B T SeaRa fHAr S B |
zl is pronounced longer.

IS @ R S SAIRT AT S 2 |
tsii is pronounced longer.

NS B T & STaiRd fHar S 2
nii is pronounced longer.

T3 B TR T SR fBar S g |
fu is pronounced longer.

TS B T, SR fHar S 2|
b is pronounced longer.

IS8 P! oI g SealRa fBar S 2
pu is pronounced longer.

IS P ol g SeaiRa fBar S 2

Shekhar Jayal



Basic Japanese Language

36. mu is pronounced longer.

TS P T I IR AT I 2
37. yu is pronounced longer.

I3 B T G SeaRa fBAT S B |
38. rii is pronounced longer.

T3 P AT T STAIRA B ST 7 |
39. ¢&is pronounced longer.

U Pl ol ¥ SeaiRd fhar Sirr 2 |
40. ke is pronounced longer.

PBU DI THET & STANRT fhar Siar 2|
41. g€ is pronounced longer.

MY B T N SR far ST 2 |
42. sgis pronounced longer.

AU B T A SR fHar ST 2 |
43. zg is pronounced longer.

ST Bl THT o STEnRd fhar Siar 2
44. t&is pronounced longer.

AU @1 o1 A ST far ST g |
45. de is pronounced longer.

U BT T ] SR fhar Srar 2|
46. neis pronounced longer.

U BT T A SR fhar ST 2
47. he is pronounced longer.

TY P o T § STaRd {6 ST 7 |
48. be is pronounced longer.

T P T § SR fhar ST 2 |
49. peis pronounced longer.

U I T U IR fhar Srem 2 |
50. me is pronounced longer.

HY T AT § SR fhar ST 8 |
51. ré&is pronounced longer.

U 1 o1 X TR fhar ST 2 |
52. 0is pronounced longer.

3N BT o7 M SR fhar e 2 |

53. ko is pronounced longer.

I3 BT oI T B IR fhar ST 2 |




54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.

Devoicing of vowel: TR T eV (3ETST Ifed wR)

g0 is pronounced longer.
M3 B H T M SR fhar ST 2|
s0 is pronounced longer.
AN BT T A SR fHar ST g |
shd is pronounced longer.
TN BT FT I SR fhar ST 2 |
z0 is pronounced longer.
RN BT T O SR fhar ST 2 |
to is pronounced longer.
AN BT T A TR far Smar 2 |
do is pronounced longer.
QRN P T Y SR fHar SIrar 2|
no is pronounced longer.
M BT T A TR fhar ST 2 |
ho is pronounced longer.
BRN BT oI T B JTalRd fhar Smar 2 |
bo is pronounced longer.
RN B T q SR fhar ST 2 |
po is pronounced longer.
RN B T O SeaTRa fhar ST 2 |
mo is pronounced longer.
AN BT T A SR fhar S 2 |
y0 is pronounced longer.
M BT AT WY SeARa fHAT ST 2 |

10 is pronounced longer.

I BT o T I SR fhar Siar 2 |

Shekhar Jayal

Desu is pronounced as des. Desu &1 9 &1 R SediRd f&Har Srar 2 |

Masu is pronounced as mas.  Masu &1 A1 & g IR AT ST 2 |
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